PERTH METHODIST CHURCH

MESSAGES AND INFO
Friday 19th February
Our usual news-sheet is renamed Messages and Info and we hope it will be one of the ways
we can keep in touch with each other during this strange and difficult time.
Please encourage others to read it and please print a copy for anyone you know who is not
on email. Please also send in any items such as personal messages or info that you wish to
share with members of the congregation.

Nik Wooller's Manse Musings

How would you describe Jesus if someone asked you who he is? Take a moment before
continuing with this reflection to just think how you would answer that question in a sentence. Try to avoid using ‘churchy’ words or phrases and think of what current images you
might use. We are just beginning Lent and in last Sunday’s gospel reading we heard God
speaking from heaven, saying, ‘This is my Son, listen to him.’ This is who God says he is.
The account of the Transfiguration can appear a confusing one with these figures from history appearing and a voice from the clouds. Our Western rational minded outlook can lead
us to presume this to be a piece of fiction or some strange vision. Either of these might be
possible, but we shouldn’t rule out God working in a way that goes beyond our normal
worldview. Some of the details are important to consider. We don’t know exactly which
mountain the action happens on, but in the Bible we see people encountering God on a
mountain, most notably Moses and Elijah. These two figures are also significant. Elijah
was one of the most important prophets. His story can be read in 1 Kings 17-22 and his
reception into heaven was the focus of our other Bible reading today. Moses was the one
who gave the Law to the people of God and so, together, they could represent the
Prophets and the Law – the two most important strands of Jewish sacred literature. This
encounter was a demonstration to those disciples present that Jesus was the Messiah, the
one following on from Moses and Elijah. But more than that, the voice declares him to be
God’s own Son.
This is also quite a personal story. It speaks of Peter, James, and John experiencing Jesus
and God the Father in a way no others have – a true mountaintop experience, despite
their misunderstandings. We may not find accounts like this always the most helpful for
our own faith journeys. We may look at the miraculous nature of it and compare it with our
own experiences and feel that our faith is not as strong or as grand as theirs. It is not just
to these disciples that we can be tempted to compare ourselves. We look at those around
us, in our own church or in other neighbouring churches and wonder why we don’t have
the experiences they have. We must remember that it was only 3 disciples who went up
the mountain with Jesus. We don’t know why some were chosen for this special experience and not others. Yet all the disciples were called. Regardless of how miraculous or
dramatic our experiences, we too are all still called by Jesus to follow him.
The good news for us is that we all can experience encounters with God through our lives.
Even if we don’t see Elijah and Moses it might be on the top of a mountain, or when listening to a piece of music, or reading the Bible, or in the garden, or in conversation with
someone else. In so many ways we might have that moment of our heart being warmed,
or snatching a glimpse of glory. It is not about having to be some superhero of the faith,
but being open to encountering God where we are.

The disciples were warned not to say anything until after the events of Easter, but we
know they subsequently did say something. We each have a story to tell. As we return to
that opening question, maybe rather than formulating a statement, we should consider
what story we would tell of us encountering Jesus – no matter how undramatic you may
feel it to be. So today, be open to encountering God or recall times when you have encountered him before. And be open to tell the story only you can tell.
Worship this Sunday, 21st February
This Sunday’s services, will be on the YouTube channel from 9am Sunday. To access the
service or any of the earlier services go to youtube.com and where it says 'Search' enter:
'Angus, Dundee and Perthshire Methodist Circuit'.
If you know of anyone who doesn’t have access to YouTube and would like the service on
DVD or a full script, please tell Nick Wooller or Sue Marshall-Jennings smj4409@hotmail.co.uk so it can be posted to them each week.

LENT COURSE - Angus Dundee and Perthshire with Strathclyde Methodist Circuits
Our Lent course this year will take place on zoom at 7pm on Wednesday evenings:
3rd, 10th, 24, 31st March 2021
We shall be considering what it means to follow a Methodist Way of Life and you will be
invited to connect with material on the Methodist Church website.
You will find this leaflet a good introduction to the subject:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/19302/mwol-a6-booklet-1020.pdf
and you will prompted to look at the material in this A5 booklet as we progress through the
weeks of study:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/19583/mwol-finding-the-way-booklet-1120.pdf
We are hoping that we shall all find this to be a refreshing experience, renewing us in our
Christian lives.
To get the zoom link please register your interest with either of us
God Bless. Nick, and Nik.
All We Can
In the Christmas PMC Magazine we asked for recipes to help us compile a fundraising
PMC Recipe Book to support this year’s “Change Begins With A Bicycle “ Project .
While “lockdown “ and bad weather restrict our activities perhaps you could spend some
time looking through your recipe books for your favourite recipes or maybe some new
ones that you’ve discovered during lockdown. We would love to hear from you. Please
email or post recipes to Alison Reid. ( Details in the Directory) Thank you in anticipation!
Sundays at 7.00pm. Scottish Church leaders encourage us to keep on lighting a candle in
a window and offer a prayer on Sunday evening.
The prayer has not arrived in time for this news sheet, but will be availale on hre Distyrict
website ,methodistchurchinscotland.net

This Messages and Info sheet is currently being produced by Gerald
please send items for inclusion to him by 12 midday on Thursday each week.
(His details are in the church directory)

