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MESSAGES AND INFO 
Friday 25th September 

Our usual news-sheet sheet is renamed Messages and Info and we hope it will be one of 
the ways we can keep in touch with each other during this strange and difficult time.
Please encourage others to read it and please print a copy for anyone you know who is not 
on email. Please also send in any items such as personal messages or info that you wish 
to share with members of the congregation.

Nik Wooller gives us her Manse Musings.
Last week we were looking at forgiveness - or lack of forgiveness - as one aspect of liv-
ing out our Christian values. This week I want to look at another aspect of living out our 
values in our lives. This time I want to look at complaining! I think it would be fair to say 
that we all do a bit of complaining in our lives. 
In fact, I have noticed as this period of dealing with Covid-19 progresses there are more 
and more people complaining about the restrictions that are being imposed upon us. At 
the beginning there was a kind of stoic approach with everyone wanting to play their part 
in restricting the transmission of the virus. Nowadays it is just getting to be a bit incon-
venient and we are getting slightly intolerant. 
Complaining does come easily to us. Don’t think for a minute that I am exempting myself 
from that criticism. If I look back a year I was probably moaning to myself that this time 
of year was just getting silly. With Meetings, Harvest, Remembrance, not to mention hav-
ing Advent and Christmas on the horizon to organise, there was no time to do anything! 
However I wish I could take it all back now! I wish that I was in the middle of full scale 
planning for all these events instead of wondering how on earth we are going to celeb-
rate all these important occasions. I do feel a bit like the Israelites that appear in Exodus 
Ch 16 vs 2-15. 
These Israelites, having been freed from slavery by Moses, were now wandering in the 
desert, not really knowing where they were going and just a bit fed up with the monotony 
of it all. So they complained bitterly to Moses and his brother Aaron. They complained 
that they were hungry and they expressed a longing to be back in Egypt, where they had 
plenty to eat, conveniently forgetting, of course, that they had been slaves and had been 
treated cruelly there. 
When life gets tough it is easy to paint a rosy picture of the past and forget all the bless-
ings of your present life. That is probably where most of us are - we too are fed up of 
wandering in the wilderness - in the Covid wilderness. We long to go back to the time 
before it came to us. But, let me ask you this: was that a time of great blessing where 
everything was perfect and you never complained? 
I suspect not, but that is how it seems to us now. However, the situation we find 
ourselves in at present is our reality. There is no going back.  
We need to go to the scriptures and take comfort from God’s word. He comes to Moses 
and tells him what He is going to do. He is going to take care of the Israelites. Just as He 
took care of them in the past and brought them out of slavery so he will lead them to the 
Promised Land. Immediately He is going to provide food for them by sending quails and 
manna (bread). He would send the food day by day with instructions on how it was to be 
gathered. 
God indeed was providing for them one day at a time with special instructions to cover 
the seventh day, the day of rest. This has resonance in the words of Jesus recorded in 
Matthew’s gospel: “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its 
own. Today’s trouble is enough for today” ( Matthew Ch 6 vs 34) 



I remember that my grandmother had a wall hanging in her bedroom that said “God will 
provide.” As a child I didn’t really understand but that is a lesson we all need to learn. 
God has provided for us in the past and He will provide for us in the future. 
That was the lesson the complaining Israelites needed to learn. We need to learn it too, 
especially at this time. Part of the reason we complain is that we no longer are in control. 
We feel at the mercy of outside forces, just like the Israelites. They had to learn that God 
was with them every step of the way on their journey. So do we in this our wilderness 
journey! 
We have to learn to let go - and let God guide us forward. Put our trust in Him. He hasn’t 
let us down so far and I don’t think He will let us down in the future! It is a bit of a scary 
place to be at present but we always have a faithful friend beside us.  
Complaining is never the answer. Instead we should take our worries to God, share 
them and be prepared to be surprised by His answer, He is faithful and will provide for 
us. Perhaps not in the way we expect but in the way He knows is best for us! Our Chris-
tian belief should point us to trust. 
Prayer 
Lord, we bring our praise that you have been with us at all times 
 even when we may have doubted it 
We praise you that when we complain, you hear us and respond to us 
Your faithfulness to us is difficult for us to comprehend  
because we are not always faithful in our love for you 
But you are a true and faithful friend, and we don’t deserve you 
But we will make the effort to serve you better 
We would try to work for you in this our community, so we pray for it now 
Be with all who feel that they are living in a wilderness at present  
Lord, hear them when they cry out in anger, frustration or in a sense of hopelessness 
Give them the reassurance that you are with them at all times 
Use us to feed them with your love 
Encourage us to offer a word of hope and any practical help that might be needed 
Lord we do pray for our communities that they work for all  
and have a shared sense of direction and hope 
May they be places where your love is practised and your compassion is shared 
Lord bless everyone in them for we ask it in Jesus’ name.   Amen 

Worship, this Sunday 27th September. 
This week’s service will be on the Angus Dundee and Perthshire YouTube channel from 
9am Sunday. (To access the service or any of the earlier services go to youtube.com 
and where it says 'Search' enter 'Angus, Dundee and Perthshire Methodist Circuit'.

If you know of anyone who doesn’t have access to YouTube and would like the service 
on DVD or a full script, please let Nick Wooller or Sue Marshall-Jennings  
smj4409@hotmail.co.uk know, so it can be posted to them each week.


Methodist Homes for the Aged and Action for Children
With not meeting together for worship we have missed our two celebration Sundays for 
MHA and AfC. The Church Council on 7th September agreed therefore that, alongside 
fund-raising for this year's All We Can project, we would provide opportunities to donate 
to MHA and to AfC. Hopefully we will do this via Gift Aid envelopes, where appropriate, 
in late October/early November for MHA, and around Christmas time for AfC.
Summary of PACT Zoom meeting Marjorie Clarke has written a summary of what is 
happening around the Perth churches.  Please ask Gerald for a doc of this.

http://youtube.com
mailto:smj4409@hotmail.co.uk


Church Reopening
When the Church Council 'met' on Monday 7th Sept a sub-committee was appointed to 
carry out the detailed planning to make the premises Covid safe. It was agreed that the 
church will reopen for Sunday morning worship when the group is satisfied that all the 
recommended conditions and national guidelines can be fulfilled. This would not be be-
fore the 4th of October.
Once this has been achieved the situation regarding lettings will be addressed.
Hopefully, there will be gathered worship in our Sanctuary on 4th October at 11.00am 
when Revd Nik Wooller is planned to take the service.
Please continue to pray for Nik in all her many additional responsibilities at present as 
acting Superintendent of the Circuit

Sundays at 7.00pm.  We are reminded that Scottish Church leaders encourage us to con-
tinue to light a candle in a window and offer a prayer on Sunday evening. The prayer for this 
coming Sunday 27th Sept is as follows:

Living God,  We journey in hard places today  
And in the company of many who are weary and fearful. We journey in hard places  
And we confess that we are weary and fearful ourselves.
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

Living God, As you have heard our cry in times past,  
Hear our cry renewed.  
As you have provided for your people in times past,  Renew your provision today. 
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer.

Living God,  You have watched over us  
And brought us safe thus far. You watch over us now  
And we trust that you shall lead us to the place of safety renewed. 
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

Living God, In our remembering of the journey past,  
We do not forget those who are no longer with us.  
In our remembering of the journey past,   
We do not forget the depth of the challenges we have faced.
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 

Living God, Go before us we ask  
And lead us to the place of your presence.  
Go before us  And bring us to the place where your presence is renewed. 
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 
Lord God, In our journey onwards,  
May we know that you are among us.  
At journey’s end, May we know that you have always been with us.
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 
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Annual Interfaith Lecture given by Prof Jason Leitch, National Clinical Director
Stella Cranwell, writes via PACT:  If anyone wonders what kind of a man Jason Leitch is, 
I invite them to watch this recording of the Lecture he gave on the 14th September. The 
Lecture is about 20 mins long and there’s an 11 min Q+A session that’s also worth 
watching
Again, please do ask Gerald to forward you the relevant email containing the video.

This Messages and Info sheet is currently being produced by Gerald, 
please send items for inclusion to him by 12 midday on Thursday each week. 

His details are in the church directory.


